Adherence of Candida albicans to epithelial cells from normal and cancerous urinary bladders.
Patients with malignancies are at high risk to develop infections by Candida albicans. We have compared the adherence of C. albicans isolated from urine cultures to bladder epithelial cells obtained from healthy volunteers and patients with cancer of the bladder. The mean number of C. albicans adhering per epithelial cell from areas infiltrated from cancer was significantly higher as compared to cells obtained from intact areas of cancerous bladders and from normal bladders. The increased adherence of C. albicans to cancerous epithelial cells suggests that malignancies are associated with alterations of the epithelial cell surface which render the cells more susceptible to colonization by C. albicans. The increased colonization may predispose these patients to C. albicans infections.